iS2          MORAL EVIL IN LONDON

The Voluntary Women Patrols were first recognized
in 1916, and were employed on patrol and other police
duties in connection with women and children. As
many as 4,000 to 5,000 Women Patrols were at
one time active in this country. As a direct result
of the work done by this body the official Women
Police were established in 1918 under their own woman
superintendent. This Force, in London, including
officers, at one time numbered no.

During the year 1921 a total number of 1,131 girls
and women were passed into the Voluntary Homes of
London by the Women Police alone, while from 6,000
to 7,000 were given temporary shelter. Their work
was very highly commended by more than one
Commissioner of Police but, in spite of its obvious
value, the Force in London was reduced to twenty
under the Geddes economy scheme. These remaining
women officers were then employed chiefly on ordinary
police duties, working under the orders of Divisional
Superintendents, and were hardly able to do any
special work. In a number of provincial towns a
much smaller reduction, or none at all, was made, the
movement receiving the enthusiastic support of the
Chief Constables. At the present date Women
Police are working successfully under the Chief
Constables at Birmingham, Colchester, Grantham,
Oxford, Cambridge and elsewhere, while the first-
named city employs six in uniform, and also has a
member of the Women Police in the Criminal
Investigation Department.

The reinstatement of the Force in London upon an
effective basis appears now to be proceeding satis-
factorily, and the majority of those in touch with the
difficulties of rescue work regard this move as
indispensable. Many experts express the opinion that
no Police Force can be completely effective without its
quota of women officers.

The women are able to tackle certain problems and